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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement filed on 1 0-1 8-2004 is acknowledged by the 
examiner; A copy (6 pages) of a signed PTO-1449 attached with this office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Ho 
(U.S. Patent 6,597,777). 
Regarding claim 1: 

Ho discloses a system for monitoring at least one event and detecting at least 
one indicator that precedes .a failure in a storage area network (abstract), 
comprising: a switch element having that detects when a fibre a port monitoring 
module channel port link indicator varies from a threshold value for the fibre 
channel port link indicator (fig. 2a-2g, abstract, Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50). 
Regarding claim 5: 

Ho discloses a system for monitoring at least one event and detecting at least 
one indicator \that precedes a failure in a storage area network (abstract), 
comprising: a fabric monitoring module that detects when a remote fabric switch 
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and a local fabric switch cannot exchange information and then sends a 
message to a threshold monitoring module (fig. 2a-2g, abstract, Col. 2-3, Lines 
61-50). 
Regarding claim 7: 

Ho discloses a system for monitoring at least one event and detecting at least 
one indicator that precedes an failure in a storage area network (abstract), 
comprising: a chassis monitoring module (fig. 1, unit 102, 103) that detects when 
an indicator varies from a threshold value and notifies a threshold monitoring 
module of the variation (fig. 2a-2g, abstract, Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50, fig. 7, unit 
707). 

Regarding claim 10: 

Ho discloses a system for monitoring at least one event and detecting at least 
one indicator that precedes a failure in a storage area network (abstract), 
comprising: a threshold monitoring module that receives a message at least one 
monitoring agent indicating if an indicator varies from a threshold value (Col. 2-3, 
Lines 61-50), and in response to the message, the threshold monitoring module 
coordinates an event (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50). 

Regarding claim 17: 

Ho discloses a method for monitoring at least one event and detecting at least 
one indicator that precedes a failure in a storage area network (abstract), 
comprising: monitoring at least one event by using at least one monitoring agent 
in a fabric switch (Fig. 1, unit 101); comparing an indicator value to a threshold 
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value corresponding to the indicator (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50); and notifying a 
threshold monitoring module the parameter value varies from the threshold value 
(Col. 2-3, Lines 61 -50). 
Regarding claim 21: 

Ho discloses a system for notifying a computing system of an indicator that 
precedes a failure in a storage area network (abstract), comprising: least one 
monitoring module that monitors an indicator that can result in a failure in the 
storage area network (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50); and a threshold monitoring module 
that compares the indicator to a threshold value and coordinates an event if the 
indicator value varies from the threshold value (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50). 
Regarding claim 2, Ho further discloses the port monitoring module sends a 
message to a performance monitoring module to process an event when the fibre 
channel port link indicator varies from the threshold value (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50); 
Regarding claim 3, Ho further discloses the performance monitoring module may 
notify a host computer when the fibre channel port link indicator varies from the 
threshold value (CoL 2-3, Lines 61-50); Regarding claim 4, Ho further discloses 
the fibre channel port whose port link indicator varies from the threshold value 
may be taken off-line (fig. 10, unit 1011); Regarding claim 6, Ho further discloses 
a host system is notified that the remote and the local fabric switch cannot 
exchange information (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50); Regarding claim 8, Ho further 
discloses host computer is notified of the variation (Col. 2-3, Lines 61-50); 
Regarding claim 9, Ho further discloses a remote fabric switch is notified of the 
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variation (CoL 2, Lines 41-49); Regarding claim 11, Ho further discloses 
threshold value store in table (fig. 10, unit 1013); Regarding claims 13, 22, Ho 
further discloses value are updated (fig. 10, unit 1013); Regarding claims 12, 23, 
Ho further discloses the monitoring agent includes a Chassis monitoring module 
(fig. 1, unit 103), a fabric monitoring module (fig. 1, unit 101), a port monitoring 
module (fig. 1, unit 106), and/or a Nx-port event monitoring module; ); Regarding 
claim 14, Ho further discloses the threshold monitoring module notifies an event 
response module when an indicator value varies from a threshold value (Col. 2-3, 
Lines 61-50); Regarding claim 15, Ho further discloses generated in response to 
the notification based on event table (fig. 10, unit 1013, Col. 2, Lines 9-49); 
Regarding claims 16, 20, Ho further discloses the event response module may 
notify a host computer of the variation (Col. 3, Lines 9-49); Regarding claims 18, 
24, Ho further discloses consolidating plural threshold variations and notifying an 
event response module of the variations (Col. 3, Lines 9-49, fig. 10, unit 1013); 
Regarding claim 19, Ho further discloses generating events in response to a 
threshold variation (Col. 3, Lines 9-49); Regarding claim 25, Ho further discloses 
the port monitoring module sends a message to the threshold monitoring module 
to process an event when a fibre channel port link indicator varies from the 
threshold value (Col. 3, Lines 9-49); Regarding claim 26, Ho further discloses 
the fabric monitoring module detects when a remote fabric switch and a local 
fabric switch cannot exchange information and then sends a message to the 
threshold monitoring module (Col. 3, Lines 9-49). 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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